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President’s Message

Since my absence last issue (attributed by the Editor to the stress of cold
fusion) was only a temporary hesitation and a bow to the Bylaws which
say I start after June 30, I take up this space with sincere thanks to my
predecessor, Peter Kissinger. He enlivened this function with stimulating
(sometimes provocative) remarks and is owed a vote of thanks for his
general enthusiasm and generous support of what SEAC is all about, from
preserving the rich history of this field to helping insure its future. (I
promise to suppress all urges to rectify his political errancies by contrary
bombast). With the resolute backing of the Board of Directors for these
aims, I will concentrate the next two years on broadening SEAC’s  ser-
vices to its members and to enticing more of our colleagues into the fold.
Both these directions wilI increase productive exchanges among the mem-
bership and our collective impact on the outside world [end of SEAC
editorial].

As Dick Durst indicated last issue, it is difficult for most of us involved
in the field of this society to contemplate a possibility such as
electrochemically induced nuclear fusion of deuterium without a personal
sense of involvement, whether we have been indulging in seeking
verification ourselves or are just absorbing the (excess) heat generated in
the public press. Indeed, we list among our members the leading U.S.
proponent, Stan Polls, who is apparently moving from
ultramicroelectrodes to bigger things. In the quantitative spirit customary
to SEAC members - getting to the stage of repeatable, predictable results -
lies the resolution of these new mysteries. It will be intriguing to know
what consensus future events will bring. The revival of electrochemical
calorimetry as a prominent activity is itself a notable change. How many
workers need to know the data that comes from such efforts but would
never themselves have ventured into those ancient byways? At a fair
guess, the vast majority. Those who live by voltammeuy do not often get
out of microwatt regimes of power dissipation - maybe there’s another
idea or two to be extracted from the heat of the spring season.

EDITORIAL
It’s been four months now since the

biggest news ever came down the
electrochemical pike and, guess what,
not a single letter or comment on
results has been sent in by the
hundreds of electrochemists who read
this newsletter1 I can’t believe that
Barry and I were the only ones to
have tried to duplicate the cold fusion
results. Besides the three members of
our Society who served on the DOE
advisory committee that investigated
this phenomenon and are not at liberty
to discuss their findings, there must be
a few of you out there who have some
feelings or opinions about this. Are
you all still working on it and don’t
want to divulge your findings7 Are you
tired of hearing about it? Have you
run out of postage stamps?

Speaking of postage stamps, I now
have a FAX number to which you can
transmit newsletter material if you
prefer. It is 301-975-3845. I hope this
will facilitate communications. Since a
secretary will probably read the trans-
missions, please keep expletives to a
minimum.

Many thanks for a job well done to
our retiring Board of Directors mem-
bers Larry Faulkner, Bill Heineman,
and Steve Weber. These three
charter members are the last of the
original Board of Directors who were
appointed to staggered terms. They
have served the SEAC well, and I am
sure they will continue to be very ac-
tive members of our Society. And
welcome to our three newest mem-
bers of the Board: Mike Elliott, Mark
Meyerhoff, and Joe Wang.

(continued)



MEETINGS

Notice of Location Change:
BIOSENSORS  90

Because of the recent crisis in China
and its implications for the BIOSEN-
SORS QO conference in Hong Kong,
word has just been received that the
venue for this meeting has been
changed to SINGAPORE on the same
dates, 2-4 May, 1990.

EUROANALYSIS VII European Con-
ference on Analytical Chemistry
Vienna, Austria
August 26-31, 1990

Topics of the Conference:

Applications of Analytical Chemistry:
Environmental Systems and Food
Pharmaceutical and Biomedical
Science
Biotechnology
Materials Science
Arts and Archeology

Methods of Analytical Chemistry:
Atomic Spectroscopy
Molecular Spectroscopy
Separation Techniques
Electrochemical Methods
Sensors
Radiochemical and Nuclear Techni-
ques
Thermal Analysis
Local and Surface Analysis
Structure Analysis of Solids
Immunoassay
Other Methods, like Photometry,
Kinetic Analysis, Process Analysis,
Flow Injection Analysis

Special Sessions and Workshops:
Sampling and Sample Preparation
COBAC V (Computer Based Analyti-
cal Chemistry)
Quality Assurance in Analytical
Chemistry
New Trends in Teaching Analytical
Chemistry

Circular 1, announcement and call for
papers, available from :
EUROANALYSIS VII
Prof. Dr. M. Grasserbauer
c/o  Interconvention
Austria Center Vienna
A-l 450 Vienna, Austria
Phone: +43-222-2369-2647
Telex: 11 16 03
Telefax: +43-222-2369-646

AWARD

Professor Allen J. Bard is the recipient of the 1989 Ralph E. Oesper
Award. The award will be presented to Al at the November 9, 1989
meeting of the Cincinnati Section of the American Chemical Society.
Larry Faulkner is the after-dinner speaker. A symposium in honor of Al
will be held on the following day at the University of Cincinnati. The
speakers are Mark Wrighton, Adam Heller,  Jean-Michel Saveant,  and Ted
Kuwana.

For more information contact:
Professor Bruce S. Ault
Department of Chemistry
University of Cincinnati
Cincinnati, OH 456221-0172
Phone: 513-556-9200
FAX: 513-556-9239
Congratulations, Al!

NEW MEMBERS NEW BOOK

Susan Morris,  IGEN, Inc.. 3/6

Robert J. Elerman, University of Wis-
consin - Eau Claire, 3/Q

Adam Heller,  University of Texas,
Austin, 3/l  0

Thomas Gray, Miami University, Ohio,
3129

James L. Vaughn, University of Pit-
tsburgh, 411

Charles A. Goss, University of
California, Berkeley, 412

Paul S. Braterman, University of
North Texas, 514

Najlh  A. Naser, New Mexico State
University, 5/5

Stuart Llcht,  Clark Ur.lversity,  5/l  0

K. L. Cheng, University of Missouri -
Kansas City, 5/l  6

Stacey  E. Boyette, University of
Florida, 5/l  9

Marie  Teresa Cruanes, University of
Illinois, 5/20

NEW ADDRESS

Prof. Garry A. Rechnitz
Department of Chemistry
University of Hawaii at Manoa
2545 The Mall
Honolulu, Hawaii 96622
TELEPHONE: (606) 946-7460
FAX: (606) 949-6025

Electrochemistry,  Past and Present
Edited by John T. Stock and Mary
Virginia Orna

This book is part  of the ACS Sym-
posium Series and was developed
from a symposium sponsored by the
Division of the History of Chemistry
and the Division of Analytical
Chemistry at the Third Chemical Con-
gress of North America in Toronto,
Canada (June, 1986).

While I have only skimmed through
the book (this is not a book review,
but I certainly would encourage the
submission of one), it has some very
interesting chapters (several written by
SEAC members), especially for those
interested in the historical aspects of
our science. The book is divided into
four parts: “Foundations of
Electrochemistry,” Organic and
Biochemical Electrochemistry,”
“Electroanalytical Chemistry,” and “In-
dustrial Electrochemistry.” Obviously,
in the book’s 606 pages, it is impos-
sible to embrace the entire field of
electrochemistry, e.g., corrosion and
electroplating are not discussed, but it
provides many interesting historical
perspectives. Who knows, some of
this old work may provide the seeds
for new research ideas.


